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Annotated Bibliography of Research
in the Teaching of English
Deborah Brown

Ohio University
Richard L. Larson

Lehman College of CUNY

Melissa Whiting
University of Southern Mississippi
Twice a year, in the May and December issues, RTE publishes a selected bibliography of recent research in the teaching of English. Most of the studies listed
appeared during the six-month period preceding the compilation of the bibliography (July through December, 1997, for the present bibliography), but some
studies that appeared earlier are occasionally included. The listing is selective; it

makes no attempt to include all research and research-related articles that
appeared in the period under review. Comments on the bibliography and sugges-

tions about items for inclusion may be directed to the bibliography editors. We

encourage you to send your suggestions to brownd@oak.cats.ohiou.edu or
mwhiting@ocean.st.usm.edu. You may also submit comments or recommend
publications through the Annotated Bibliography page of RTE's World Wide
Web site at http://members.aol.com/RTEngl/rtehome.htm. Beginning in July, submit

comments or recommendations to the new RTE website: http://www.ncte.org/rte/.

ASSESSMENT

Callahan, S. (1997). Tests worth taking? Using portfolios for accoun
Kentucky. Research in the Teaching of English, 31, 295-336.

Describes an ethnographic investigation of how portfolio assessment affec

riculum and pedagogy of nine high school teachers during the second
implemented portfolios for twelfth grade students as required by the
Department of Education. Finds that the teachers' interpretation of the

test of their competence influenced both the kind and number of writing a

they gave students. Discusses several concerns related to top-down reform

Richter, S. E. (1997). Using portfolios as an additional means of assessi
language in a special education classroom. Teaching and Change, 5, 58-7
Explores the usefulness of portfolios as a way to assess written langu
involve special education students in the assessment through individu
ences. Data include the teacher's journal notes about the conferences
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Wolfe, E. W. (1997). The relationship between essay reading style and scoring
proficiency in a psychometric scoring system. Assessing Writing, 4 (1), 83-106.
Uses think-aloud protocols with scorers of narrative essay tests; finds that inex-

perienced scorers are more ready to jump to quick judgments and more willing
to make comments aloud on the text or the author than are proficient scorers.

BILINGUAL EDUCATION, FOREIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION

Holmes, V. L., & Moulton, M. R. (1997). Dialogue journals as an ESL learning
strategy. Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, 40, 616-621.

Explores the perspective of second-language university students in connection
with dialogue journal writing as a strategy for learning English. Discovers that
the students believed that the journals did enhance their motivation to write
which consequently increased their fluency.
Huerta-Marcias, A., & Gonzalez, M. L. (1997). Beyond ESL instruction: Creating
structures that promote achievement for all secondary students. TESOL Journal, 6,
16-19.

Centers around Cerritos High (a pseudonym) which, unlike most secondary
schools with ESL programs, distinguishes itself because it is a catalyst for schoolwide change since the program is not structurally, academically, emotionally, and
physically marginalized from the mainstreamed school processes. Discovers that
the school's success is owed to a shared school faculty, staff, and student com-
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mitment to student success; teacher professional developm
high expectations for all students; and the value placed by
home languages, cultures, and experiences.

Saunders, W., Patthey-Chavez, Gv & Goldenberg, C. (199
relationship between language, curriculum content and i

Culture and Curriculum, 10, 30-51.

Describes a formative experiment in which 27 fourth grade
from Spanish to English read a short story in English and th

of two video-taped lessons by the same teacher. Although
approached via different instructional paths, results sugg
classroom talk has a direct impact on the eventual studen
content, a matter of extreme importance for second-langu

Tanners, L. (1997). Immigrant students in New York

Education, 32, 233-255.

Uses NYC public school student and teacher interviews t
the educational problems encountered by immigrant stud

conducted on a large scale basis, allowed for teachers

together in order to work directly with perceived difficul
The article demonstrates the importance of developing a
immigrants' educational and cultural interests and concer

Valdes, G. (1997). Dual-language immersion programs: A

cerning the education of language-minority students. Harvar
67, 391-399.

Concentrates on the possible negative effects of the dual-language movement,
and raises questions surrounding the use of dual-language immersion in the education of language-minority students. Examines issues involved with the duallanguage immersion including its overall quality and its effects on intergroup
relations.

DISCOURSE PROCESSES

Alvermann, D. E., Commeyra, M., Young, J. P., Randall, S., & Hinso
Interrupting gendered discursive practices in classroom talk about t
think about, difficult to do. Journal of Literacy Research, 29, 73-104.

Reports an investigation of how power relations influence student
during text-based discussions in a 7th grade English class, an 8th g
class, and a graduate-level literacy class. Gives examples of self-dep
criminatory, and exclusionary talk and examines difficulties related
ing and dealing with gendered discursive practices in classrooms.

Frasier, J., Davis, P. W., & Singh, R. (1997). Identity work by alte
school students. Qualitative Studies in Education, 10, 223-235.

Draws upon semistructured interviews with 25 students and argues
ing and embracement processes are the catalyst for these students
assemble self-efficacy which is congruent with their perceived "pr
current institutional status. Embracement strategies appear to re
organizational, associational, and atmospheric themes.
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FAMILY/WORKPLACE LITERACY

Beaufort, A. (1997). Opera tionalizing the concept of discourse community:

study of one institutional site of composing. Research in the Teaching of Engli
486-529.

Summarizes essential concepts behind the term "discourse community" and
reports on an extended field investigation of ways in which the term plays out in

the detailed operations and forms of writing in a job training center. Derives
essential characteristics that establish the identity of a discourse community and
suggests some questions that might help students to understand the characteristics needed in the texts produced within a given community.

Haller, C. R. (1997). Revaluing women's work: Report writing in the North
Carolina canning clubs, 1912-1916. Technical Communication Quarterly, 6, 281-292.

Investigates how "reports of work" can increase the perceived value of women's
work through a case study of the written documentation of North Carolina
Canning Clubs. In these programs the club members grew, canned, and sold
tomatoes and quantified their activities and economic contribution to the farm in
their carefully detailed written reports to county agents. Argues that "rhetorically sensitive reports of work can indeed enhance the perceived worth of women's
activities" by discussing analysis of the archived letters and reports.

McCartney, S. J. (1997). Connecting home and school literacy practices in classrooms with diverse populations. Journal of Literacy Research, 29, 145-182.

Delves into how teachers and students connected home and school literacy practices using five case studies. Concludes that the classrooms studied, despite the
teachers' well intentioned first steps to welcome diversity, indeed reinforced middle-class literacy values while inadvertently ignoring or devaluing, literacy prac-

tices in non-middle class homes.
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Peterson, M. S. (1997). Personnel interviewers' perceptions
adequacy of applicant's communication skills. Communicati

291.

Uses a survey to explore personnel interviewers' assessm
and nonverbal communication skills and the impact their
decisions. Finds that 98.33% of interviewer respondents bel
nonverbal communication skills have a significant impact o
only 59.6% of interviewers agree that current job applic
communication skills. Names the five most prevalent com
cies based on the survey.

Rees, E. E, Cervero, R. M., & Wilson, A. L. (1997). Languag

struction of adult education programs. Adult Education Quar

Reports an analysis of the planning talk of three program
organization. Uses turn-taking as the primary frame to an
audiotapes of planning meetings. Finds that the transaction
tive and turn- taking was regulated by three discourse st
planning requires an awareness of discourse as well as sk
of language.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Balli, S. J., Wright, M. D., & Foster, P. N. (1997). Preservice teachers' fie
ences with technology. Educational Technology, 37(5), 40-45.
Investigates preservice teachers' reactions after they participated in a r

educational technology course that included a field-based component
preservice teachers to design and teach a technology-supported lesson.

three recurring themes in the preservice teachers' portfolio reflections: s

the technology available in contemporary classrooms, contrast betwe
images and the reality of K-12 students' technology usage, and the pro
development value of the field experience.
Barry, N. H., & Shannon, D. M. (1997). Portfolios in teacher education:

of perspective. The Educational Forum, 61, 320-328.
Examines the teaching internship portfolio process at Auburn Universi
tistically analyzing questionnaire responses given by interns, university

sors, and educational employees. Finds that the summative rather than
mative function of portfolios was of most interest to all groups of res
Relates ways Auburn University has revised its portfolio requirements
problems.
Fry, P. G., & McKinney, L. J. (1997). A qualitative study of preservice teachers'
early field experiences in an urban, culturally different school. Urban Education,
32, 184-201.
Explores how a preservice experience in an urban elementary school with a pop-

ulation of African American children from low-income homes influenced the atti-

tudes and practices of 10 White female education students in a language arts
methods class. Uses a grounded theory approach to code the data which included dialogue journals, interviews, class assignments, and surveys. Findings sug-

This content downloaded from 131.95.218.41 on Mon, 25 Sep 2017 16:04:12 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms

Annotated

gest

Bibliography

that

positively

217

the field experience
affected their cultur

Graham, P. (1997). Tensions in
Creating productive sites for
cation program. Teaching and T
Reports how the English Edu
"reimagined" and presents a
implementation of the experim
of tension in the student teac
found difficult to resolve: phil
Discusses how these tensions h

Ilmer,
tions

S.,

of

Snyder,

successful

J.,

Erbaug
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Relates similarities and differences of urban teachers', student teachers' and

Jo

teacher educators' perceptions of factors that are fundamental to successful teaching based on an analysis of interviews with 48 teachers, 18 student teachers, and
10 education faculty members in Detroit. Argues that close partnerships between
urban teachers and teacher educators might better help prepare preservice teachers and that the insights of urban educators should be included in school reform

discussions.

Mclntyre, A. (1997). Constructing an image of a White teacher. Teachers College
Record, 98, 653-681.

Reports a qualitative participatory action research study in which 13 White student teachers critically examined their understandings of multicultural education
and what it means to be a White teacher teaching from a multicultural perspective. Concludes that the way the 13 participants made meaning of whiteness was
"highly disturbing" and offers several suggestions for teacher educators.
Miller, S., Brueggemann, B. J., & Shepherd, D. (1997). Present perfect and future
imperfect: Results of a national survey of graduate students in rhetoric and composition programs. College Composition and Communication, 48, 392-409.
Reports that the survey showed students to be pleased with the faculty with
whom they work and with conditions of study in the programs, but much less
satisfied with their prospects for the future, including the job market, encouragement and opportunities for professional development, and opportunities for
mentoring.
READING

Barry, A. L. (1997). High school reading programs revisited. Journal of Ad
& Adult Literacy, 40, 524-531.

Compares responses from 737 high school principals, reading specialists a
riculum directors in 48 states to a similar survey in order to identify pr
and practices for students with reading difficulties. The categories fo
structure, evaluation, organization and staffing, and instruction. Results
that intelligence tests are no longer directly relied upon in connection
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reading skills. In addition, the brunt of the teaching of r
1940's fell to the English teacher rather than a reading spe
Mackey, M. (1997). Good-enough reading: Momentum and

ing of complex fiction. Research in the Teaching of English, 3

Through retrospective protocols provided by 33 readers (g
level), investigates how readers "strike a personal balance"
momentum and the need of accountability to the text when
plex fiction. The results show that good-enough judgmen
same standard as an ideal reading of the text, yet the read
engaged in the story which allowed them an understanding

Moss, B. (1997). A qualitative assessment of first graders' r
text. Reading Research and Instruction, 37, 1-13.

Examines the extent to which 20 first graders were able to c
text as measured through an oral retelling of a children's in
20 preservice teachers read the book to the children who dre
the book and used the drawing as a basis of their own retell
that even young children are capable of comprehending expo

Warren, L., & Fitzgerald, J. (1997). Helping parents to read

to their children: Promoting main-idea and detail un

Research and Instruction, 36, 341-360.

Reports two studies designed to explore whether work wi
expository texts to their third-grade children in remed
would help the children read new texts. Parents in one st
to pinpoint main ideas and details; in the second study p
"read and recall" approach. Finds that focused work with
how to pinpoint main ideas and details had "moderately po
dren's understanding of new texts and the "read and rec
effect. Concludes with reasons why the positive effects of p
children are important and suggestions for further research
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

St. Pierre, E. A. (1997). Methodology in the fold and the irruption of trans
data. Qualitative Studies in Education, 10, 175-189.

Investigates the areas of transgressive data - emotional, dream, sensua
response - that are out-of-category and not usually accounted for in qu
methodology and attempts to identify the methods that produced these
using poststructural critiques and Deleuze's image of the fold, the autho

about data differently in this study of the construction of subjectivity in t

white, southern women of her hometown.
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TEACHING AND LEARNING OF LITERATURE

Gonzalez, N. L. (1997). Nancy Drew: Girls' literature, women's readin

and the transmission of literacy. Journal of Literacy Research, 29, 221-251

Relates results of an ethnographic study of an adult women's readin

specifically organized to discuss favorite Nancy Drew books. Key

include that "literary agents/' such as mothers and aunts, were influent
suading participants to read Nancy Drew when they were children and
the social and affective aspects of the reading were important to the w
erary engagement. Discusses implications for conducting literature dis

classrooms.

Harkrader, M. A., & Moore, R. (1997). Literature preferences of fourth graders.
Reading Research and Instruction, 36, 325-339.

Reports survey results of a study designed to investigate literature preferences
and the effect of main characters' gender on preferences of fourth graders in order

to help teachers promote reading by choosing selections that students enjoy. 405
fourth graders in 18 Ohio elementary schools participated in the study. Offers
several results including these: a) there are gender differences in literature preferences but both boys and girls prefer fiction over non-fiction; b) girls' and boys'
preferences for particular categories of fiction differ; and c) both girls and boys
prefer same-gender main characters.
Wasson-Ellam, L. (1997). If only I was like Barbie. Language Arts, 74, 430-437.
Uses ethnographic methods and a feminist lens to investigate how young girls in
an inner-city elementary school respond to and "construct meanings for more liberated females" in texts and illustrations in picture storybooks. Finds that the
young girls were developing views about gender roles and were "often unwilling

to deviate from their values and beliefs."

TECHNOLOGY AND LITERACY

Althaus, S. L. (1997). Computer-mediated communication in the univers
room: An experiment with on-line discussions. Communication Education,

173.

Presents a study of computer-mediated discussion groups (CMD) in a la
versity lecture class and includes participants' perspectives of the CMD
tistical analysis of how their academic performance compared to those
not participate. Finds that those who did participate not only perform
on written assignments and exams, but they also attended class more r
Author cautions that there is not a straightforward way to determine for

the CMD led to higher performance. Concludes with a discussion about
CMD should be optional or required.

Cates, W. M., & Gooding, S. C. (1997). The relative effectiveness of le

options in multimedia computer-based fifth grade spelling inst
Educational Technology Research and Design, 45, 27-46.

Examines the effectiveness of learning options in two researcher-design
active multimedia instructional spelling programs, one offering predo
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behaviorist-visual learning options of the type employed b
mercial spelling instructional programs and one offering

tivist-phonological learning options of the type recom

research. The study lasted for one month with students wor
minutes daily. Results indicate that both treatment groups

cant increases in spelling ability although no significant d
posttest performances between the two groups existed.

Dyrud, M. A. (1997). An exploration of gender bias in com
Communication Quarterly, 60(4), 30-51.

Reports an examination of over 14,000 clip art image

Windows-based programs. Finds that only 4.54% of imag
those images are of typically stereotypical roles such as se
Offers speculations for lack of female images (male prog
women 3-1, game designers are nearly exclusively male, et
helping students to be aware of the male slant in clip art.

Hollingsworth, H. L., & Eastman, S. T. (1997). Homes m

schools? Educational Technology, 37(6), 46-51.
Reports results of a survey of students, teachers, and staf

middle school and discusses three implications for schools
need to provide more accessory technologies (such as scan
student use, develop plans for regular technology access
teacher "have nots," and provide teachers with new mode
computers into classrooms.

Merrier, P. A., & Dirks, R. (1997). Student attitudes towar

mail communication. Business Communication Quarterly, 60(

Reports results of a survey given to business communic
Midwestern universities in order to investigate attitudes
and e-mail communication methods. Statistical analysis r
viewed oral communication less favorably than written
tion. Authors offer suggestions for business communicatio
WRITING

Coleman, D. F. (1997). Our students write with accents: Oral paradigms for

students. College Composition and Communication, 48, 486-500.
Analyzes syntactic and other features of the written language of ESD (Eng

a Second Dialect) students and argues that teachers should resist traditio
grammar instruction "aimed only at correcting surface features/' Proposes
and attitudes a teacher can take in dealing with ESD students.

Foster, D. (1997). Reading(s) in the writing classroom. College Compositio

Communication, 48, 518-539.

Reports on an investigation of how students respond to readings assigne
class on writing personal essays. Students responded articulately to the t
essays assigned for reading and comment, but did not show much disposit
be influenced in their own writing by the essays.
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Schultz, K. (1997). "Do you wan
elementary classroom. Jou
Uses a sociocultural view of w
urban elementary classroom i
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writing included students' wri
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Argues that collaboration was
oped their own voices as the co

urban
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Silva, T., Leki, I., & Carson, J. (1997). Broadening the perspective of mainstream
composition studies: Some thoughts from the disciplinary margins. Written

Communication 14, 398-428.

Proposes the importance of insights from English as a second language for mainstream composition theory and practice. Reviews research on language, culture,
language development, rhetoric, and instructional practice, pointing out how that
research can illuminate our understanding of writing theories and processes.
Sullivan, F. J., Jr. (1997). Calling writers' bluffs: The social production of writing
ability in university placement testing. Assessing Writing, 4(1), 53-81.
Investigates the extent to which information is elaborated by test-takers on test
essays, using analytical tools derived from Grice's Cooperative Principles and the
distinction of Given/New information, and explores implications of the findings.
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Van Gelderen, A. (1997). Elementary students' skill in

quantitative and qualitative analysis. Written Communicatio
Examines the kinds of revision made by students in grades 5
agement by an experimenter, on a text written by another p
students had the ability to identify a need for and make cha
micro level, but had difficulty in evaluating their reformu
in comprehending text. Recommends the teaching of revis
level and offers suggestions for doing so.

Call for Nominations
The NCTE Women in Literature and Life Assembly (WILLA) is seeking nominations for the 1998 Rewey Belle Inglis Award. This award is given annually to a
woman who has exhibited outstanding professional service relating to the role
and image of women in the profession and the Council. Eligibility extends to all
women in English language arts at any level who have been members of NCTE
for at least five years prior to being nominated. Nominees must have shown
excellence in scholarship /research, writing, teaching, and service relating to
English language arts. Until September 1, 1998, NCTE members may make nominations by sending the nominee's name, curriculum vitae, and a letter of support
to Nancy McCracken, Chair, Rewey Belle Inglis Award, Kent State University,
Teaching, Leadership, and Curriculum Studies, 404 White Hall, Kent, OH 44242;
216-672-2580;

nmccrack@kentvm.kent.edu.

Call for Student Reviewers
One of our goals for RTE is to help develop expertise among up-and-coming literacy researchers. To meet this goal, we are supplementing the external reviews
written by established researchers with one review per article written by a graduate student. If you are a university faculty member, please recommend to us any
strong doctoral students you have who could fruitfully participate in the external
review process for articles concerning literacy issues. If you are a graduate student and wish to participate in this process, please identify yourself to us. Any
graduate student who conducts external reviews should have both strong analytic skills and the disposition to conduct a review in a timely and constructive
fashion- the same traits that we look for in our regular reviewers.
If you know of doctoral students you would like to recommend for this cohort,
please send us their names, addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, doctoral advisor, and indication of their fields of expertise. Send your recommendations
to micsmit@rci.rutgers.edu. Thanks for assisting us with what we hope is a valuable

apprenticeship

for

graduate

students.
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